
 The regular meeting of the Deerfield Town Board was held Monday, March 10, 
2008 at the Municipal Building. Supervisor Scott Mahardy called the meeting to order at 
7:30 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Present were Councilperson Ronald 
Hajdasz, Councilperson Richard Ruskey and Supervisor Scott Mahardy; Absent 
Councilperson Peggy Boshart (will be late) and Councilperson James Sullivan (attending 
another meeting). Also present were Town Clerk Mary Ruckel, Highway Superintendent 
Samuel Arcuri, Jr. and Town Attorney William Schmitt. Five students from Whitesboro 
Central School are present for their Government class. Town Clerk Ruckel took roll. 
 
 Councilperson Hajdasz offered the motion to approve the minutes of the February 
11, 2008 regular Town Board meeting with the correction on page 4 which should read 
“the State gave us eight weeks to fix the Crooked Brook Bridge” instead of “it will take 
up eight weeks to fix the Crooked Brook Bridge”. Second was offered by Councilperson 
Ruskey. Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Ruskey and 
Supervisor Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson Boshart and Councilperson Sullivan. 
Motion carried.  
 
EARLY PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

 
Rolf Buchner – Mr. Buchner questioned about several resolutions that are before 

the Board this evening. The first (Resolution #40-2008) is the pay increase for the court 
clerks. He stated that in September the Supervisor asks each department for their input 
for the monetary amount to be included in the budget. It is unusual to have a pay increase 
during the year. He suggested that the Board Members should check out the situation. He 
would like the town of be on par with others, but not without checking with other towns. 
The second (Resolution #41-2008) is the change of constables to peace officers. He stated 
he did not think there is a need for a gun to be present at this time.  

 
Councilperson Boshart present 

 
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 Supervisor Mahardy sent a letter to State Senator Griffo asking for funding for the 
Crooked Brook bridge repair. Senator Griffo responded that his office is still collecting 
submissions and will contact the Supervisor soon with more information. 
 Zangrilli Engineering asked Spencer Electric to change the Low Speed lugs to 
High Speed lugs for the exhaust fans at the new highway garage. This will be part of the 
punch list items. This should help with the condensation problem.  
 A letter was received from Mr. Korrie regarding the voucher pulled from last 
month’s General Bills with his explanation.  
 The wastewater tank at the new highway garage is being pumped every month. 
Zangrilli Engineering advised the Town that the tank was inspected last week and found 
no evidence of any leaks.  
 Karl Schrantz of Shumaker Consulting Engineering submitted an estimate of 
additional engineering services to construct the culvert replacement at Crooked Brook 
Road versus constructing the work in-house using town forces. The estimated cost would 



be $200,000 - $225,000. Highway Superintendent stated that the State wants to be kept 
up-to-date on what the town is doing. Supervisor Mahardy has also contacted 
Representative Arcuri about funding.  
 The Whitestown Youth Hockey Association sent a letter of thanks to the town for 
the $750 donation. The Town had requested the number of youth in Deerfield being 
served by this program and it was supplied to the Board Members.  
 The minutes of the Steering Committee meeting of the Oneida County Sewer 
District’s Sewer Abatement and Permit Compliance Project was reviewed by the Board. 
Supervisor Mahardy attends the meeting on a monthly basis. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 
1. Water District #6 – Construct may start on or about March 17th. 
 
2. New Highway Garage – Supervisor Arcuri reported that they have been working 

on the punch list items for four days. Some items are not up to standard. Roughly 
three weeks ago there was a meeting with the general contractor, the Board 
Members and Town Attorney. The Town gave them a30 day window to correct 
their actions. Councilperson Hajdasz asked about the steps and was informed by 
Superintendent Arcuri that they changed every step.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. Resolution #36-2008 Renewal of Insurance Policies – This resolution approves 

the renewal of seven insurance policies as presented by Bailey, Haskell & 
LaLonde, designated insurance brokers for the Town of Deerfield. The term of the 
policy renewal runs from March 15, 2008 until March 15, 2009 in the amount of 
$30,880.52, which is a $340 increase from last year.  Councilperson Hajdasz 
offered the motion to approve Resolution #36-2008 as so presented, second by 
Councilperson Ruskey. Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson 
Ruskey, Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson 
Sullivan. Motion carried. 

 
2. Resolution #37-2008 Local Law #1 Reduction in Planning Board Members – 

This resolution would reduce the number of members of the Planning Board from 
seven to five and making the appointments a five-year appointment. A notice of 
public hearing was duly published in the Observer-Dispatch on February 19, 2008 
and a public hearing was held March 10, 2008 prior to the regular town board 
meeting. Supervisor Mahardy stated that no negative remarks were made during 
the public hearing and two spoke embracing the reduction. Councilperson Ruskey 
offered the motion to approve Resolution #37-2008 Local Law #1 reducing the 
number of Planning Board members to five, second by Councilperson Boshart. 
Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson Ruskey, Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson 
Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson Sullivan. Motion 
carried. 



3. Resolution #38-2008 Resignation-Appointment to Planning Board – This 
resignation accepts the resignation of Planning Board member Colleen Murray 
with the term expiring December 31, 2014 and re-appoints Colleen Murray as a 
member of the Town’s Planning Board to a term expiring December 31, 2011. 
This will bring the Planning Board members in line with terms of office expiring 
on a five-year basis. Councilperson Boshart offered the motion to approve 
Resolution #38-2008 as so presented, second by Councilperson Hajdasz. Vote 
taken: Yes – Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Ruskey, Councilperson 
Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson Sullivan. 

  
4. Resolution #39-2008 Appointment of Town Historian – This resolution 

receives notice that Jozef Malinowski is appointed at the sole discretion of the 
supervisor as the Town Historian. The Historian’s salary is $900 per year and the 
appointment ends December 31, 2008. Councilperson Hajdasz offered the motion 
to approve Resolution #39-2008 as so presented, second by Councilperson 
Boshart. Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Ruskey, 
Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson 
Sullivan. Motion carried.  

 
5. Resolution #40-2008 Pay Increase for Court Clerks – This resolution approves 

a pay increase for two Deerfield Court Clerks from $125 per week to $150 per 
week. Supervisor Mahardy requested that this resolution be tabled for more 
information. Councilperson Boshart stated that she contacted several Town Clerks 
and asked what their Court Clerks were paid. One Town’s Court Clerk makes 
$3,500 a year and comes in on Sunday and Monday. She will call other Towns to 
see what their Court Clerks are paid. Councilperson Boshart stated that it should 
be tabled for more information. Councilperson Boshart offered the motion to table 
the resolution until the Board receives more information, second by 
Councilperson Ruskey. Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson Ruskey, Councilperson 
Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy, Abstain – Councilperson Hajdasz, Absent – 
Councilperson Sullivan. Motion carried. 

 
6. Resolution #41-2008 Peace Officer Status – This resolution approves the 

request made by Honorable Joseph Oczkowski and Honorable Walter Loin to 
change the status of the three Constables from Constable to Peace Officer.  . 
Supervisor Mahardy stated that he was opposed to have guns at the Municipal 
Building unless by a trained police officer and that the Board needs more 
information from the Judges.  Councilperson Hajdasz stated the same and offered 
the motion to table the vote. Councilperson Boshart offered the second and stated 
that the Board does not have enough information. Vote taken: Yes – 
Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Ruskey, Councilperson Boshart and 
Supervisor Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson Sullivan. Motion carried. 

 
7. Resolution #42-2008 Highway Garage Change Order E-5 – This resolution 

approves the attached Change Order E-5 for the crane circuit from a 20 amp-120 
volt to a 50 amp 240 volt. This change order is necessary based upon the installed 



motor voltage being increased from the original specifications. The original E-3 
Change Order was a $46 increase. This is something the Town has to do or the 
crane cannot be turned on. The primary focus of the crane was to pull the sand 
boxes off the trucks. This cannot be done. The electrical has to be changed for it 
to be functional. Councilperson Hajdasz stated the crane needs to have the power. 
Councilperson Hajdasz offered the motion to approve Resolution #42-2008, 
second by Councilperson Boshart. Vote taken: Yes Councilperson Hajdasz, 
Councilperson Ruskey, Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy (with 
regrets), Absent – Councilperson Sullivan. Motion carried.  

 
OFFICAL REPORTS 

 
1. County Legislator David Wilcox – Legislator is unable to make the meeting due 

to a conflict. He will be sending in a written report.  
 
2. Supervisor Scott Mahardy – Supervisor Mahardy’s report covered during the 

meeting.  
 

3. Councilperson Peggy Boshart – Councilperson Boshart reported she had a 
minor complaint and it has been taken care of.  

 
4. Councilperson Ronald Hajdasz – Quiet month 

 
5. Councilperson Richard Ruskey – Quiet month 

 
6. Councilperson James Sullivan – Absent 

 
7. Town Clerk Mary Ruckel – Town Clerk Ruckel asked the Board for a weekend 

in May for the Town-wide Garage Sale. She has already been receiving calls in 
that regard. Councilperson Boshart offered a motion to set the date for the Town-
wide Garage Sale for the May 18th weekend, second by Councilperson Ruskey. 
Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Ruskey, councilperson 
Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson Sullivan. Motion 
carried. Town Clerk Ruckel attended the Town Clerk’s Annual Meeting. At the 
meeting it was mentioned that in 2009 the position of Tax Collector would not be 
an elected official. Attorney Schmitt will look into the matter. At the meeting she 
also asked about the Magistrates’ Office sending a representative to each town to 
conduct a security audit of the Town. MS4 orders are starting. Supervisor 
Mahardy asked that all bills be submitted on time to be ready for the Town Board 
meeting. Town Clerk Ruckel reminded everyone that all vouchers need to be 
filled out and signed.  

 
8. Highway Superintendent Samuel Arcuri, Jr. – Superintendent Arcuri reported 

that a lot of letters in regard to the new garage are stated that he made the change 
for the new garage. He stated, “I made no changes”. They are false changes. The 
Highway Department is gearing up for spring. He is looking for a new loader 



before more money is put into the old one. He went to Albany advocating for 
CHIPS money. The proposal takes money away from the Towns.  

 
9. Board of Assessors Chairman George Haskell – Chairman Haskell thanked 

everyone for getting their STAR renewals in. He and Assessor Buchner will begin 
their roadwork. 

 
10. Planning Board Chairman Charles Ellsworth – The Planning Board will be 

looking at recommendation for a flag lot. 
 

11. Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman Farley Raymo – No applications received. 
 

12. Building Inspector – No report 
 

13. Parks Committee Chairman Jackie Story – Mrs. Story asked about the status 
of the new sign for the park. Supervisor Mahardy will look into the matter. 

 
14. Senior Director Lura Raymo – Mrs. Raymo reported that the seniors would be 

going on their first trip on the 17th for a St. Patrick’s Celebration in PA. Seniors 
who usually do not file income taxes need to file a 1040A federal return this year 
if they wish to get the incentive that is being offered. A representative from H & 
R Block will be speaking to the seniors on that matter.  

 
15. Youth Director Karen Day – Mrs. Day reported that Candy Bar BINGO was a 

success. Friday night movie will be on the 18th of April.  
 

16. Town Attorney William Schmitt – Nothing to report 
 
LATE PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

 
 Jane Buchner – Assessor Buchner stated that when she is here on Tuesday 
evenings there are children present both for the Courts and for the Assessors. She cannot 
imagine a gun with the children. She also reported that the State has the idea to have no 
more elected Assessors, just one appointed assessor for six years and maybe have the 
county do the assessing. There will be no one watching over the Town.  
 
 Karen Day – Mrs. Day stated that she agrees with Mrs. Buchner. She was 
Welfare Officer before it was taken over by the county. We have no one watching out for 
the Town any more in that area.  
 
 Mary Brumbaugh – Mrs. Brumbaugh asked if a peace officer would be training 
to use the metal detector machine and was informed that law enforcement official has to 
use the machine. The police will not train a peace officer to run it. Councilperson 
Sullivan has information about the “Peace Officer” situation.  
 



 Walter Mintel – Mr. Mintel asked if the Town bought the machine and was 
informed it was through a grant.  
 
 Town Clerk Ruckel reported that the ACO received a call in regard to a dog 
attack. He went to the homeowner for a deposition. 
 
 Councilperson Boshart asked the Youth Director if the Town pays for the 
parents that go on the trips or to the shows also. Mrs. Day reported that if parents attend, 
she does not have to pay for counselors. This brings the families out and she is not 
putting on five counselors for the event. Councilperson Boshart asked how many children 
attend and Mrs. Day will give her the information. Mrs. Day stated that when Mr. George 
Korrie was running the Youth program she attended as a parent and did not have to pay. 
When she met with Councilpersons Sullivan and Boshart, it was decided to go with 
precedent. Councilperson Boshart asked for a break down of the number of children 
attending for the last three or four events.  
 

GENERAL BILLS 

  
 The General Bills were audited. A question came up in regard to Wayne Welding 
and Councilperson Boshart asked if there had been another accident. Superintendent 
Arcuri stated yes. North Side Collision is the same accident. A question on Northland 
Communications was in regard to the ACO. Supervisor Mahardy has asked that he 
submit a report for the Board. Councilperson Hajdasz stated that Patrick Korrie’s bill 
should be paid. If the Town did not need him they should have told him before. Town 
Clerk Ruckel stated that the Town did not cover it before. A discussion was held. 
Councilperson Boshart stated that the Town should look up the check from 2007 and set 
ground rules about who opens the building. Councilperson Boshart offered the motion to 
pay the General Bills, second by Councilperson Hajdasz. Vote taken: Yes – 
Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Ruskey, Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor 
Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson Sullivan. Motion carried. 
 
HIGHWAY BILLS 

 
 The Highway Bills were audited. Councilperson Hajdasz offered the motion to 
pay the Highway Bills as so presented. Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson Hajdasz, 
Councilperson Ruskey, Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy, Absent – 
Councilperson Sullivan. Motion carried. 
 
 Councilperson Hajdasz offered the motion to adjourn, second by Councilperson 
Ruskey. Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Ruskey, 
Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson Sullivan. 
Motion carried. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
      Lura Raymo, Secretary 


