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The regular meeting of the Deerfield Town Board met Monday, July 13, 2009 at 
the Municipal Building. The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Scott Mahardy 
with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag at 7:30 PM. Present were Councilperson Peggy 
Boshart, Councilperson Ronald Hajdasz, Councilperson James Sullivan and Supervisor 
Scott Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson Richard Ruskey. Also present were Town Clerk 
Mary Ruckel, Highway Superintendent Samuel Arcuri, Jr. and Town Attorney William 
Schmitt. Town Clerk Ruckel took roll. 

 
Councilperson Hajdasz offered the motion to approve the minutes of the June 8, 

2009 regular Town Board meeting, second by Councilperson Sullivan. Vote taken: Yes – 
Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Sullivan, Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor 
Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson Ruskey. Motion carried. 
 
EARLY PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR – None 
 

CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION 

 
 The Board members received a monthly report from County Legislator Wilcox 
and the resolutions that are under consideration at their July 24th meeting.  
 The Town received the proposed decision on a claim from the Workers’ 
Compensation Board. The Town will research and may dispute this claim. Town 
Attorney Schmitt will look into the matter. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. Resolution #57-2009 Employee Discontinuation – This resolution approves, 

upon recommendation of the Town Clerk, the discontinuation of employment of 
Deputy Town Clerk Danielle DeStefanis. Councilperson Sullivan offered the 
motion to approve Resolution #57-2009 as so presented, second by Councilperson 
Boshart. Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Sullivan, 
Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson Ruskey. 
Motion carried. 

 
2. Resolution #58-2009 Smoke Free Recreation Areas – This resolution would 

designate Town owned recreation areas (Wilderness Park, Brazie Park and 
Highview Park) as smoke free areas and will be posted accordingly. 
Councilperson Hajdasz offered the motion to approve Resolution #58-2009 as so 
presented, second by Councilperson Sullivan. Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson 
Hajdasz, Councilperson Sullivan, Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor 
Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson Ruskey. Motion carried. 

 
3. Resolution #59-2009 Swing Sets for Parks – This resolution approves the 

attached quotes and subsequent purchase of a swing set for Highview Park 
($2,820.02) and additional two-bay tot swing set for Brazie Park ($1,712.51). 
Quotes do not include installation. Donation of installation costs will be solicited. 
Councilperson Boshart asked about fencing for Highview Park and was informed 
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the fencing would be Phase Two. A question was raised about the ownership of 
the right-of-way. The ownership will be checked into prior to fencing. Supervisor 
Mahardy stated that everything would go hand in hand. Councilperson Sullivan 
offered the motion to approve Resolution #59-2009 as so presented, second by 
Councilperson Hajdasz. Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson 
Sullivan, Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy, Absent – 
Councilperson Ruskey. Motion carried. 

 
4. Resolution #60-2009 Bids for Front Entrance and Court Renovations – This 

resolution approves advertising for bids on the front entrance and courtroom 
renovations according to the attached specifications. There will be a pre-bid 
conference and walk through on July 27, 2009 at 2:30 PM. Councilperson Boshart 
offered the motion to approve Resolution #60-2009 as so presented, second by 
Councilperson Sullivan. Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson 
Sullivan, Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy, Absent – 
Councilperson Ruskey. Motion carried. 

 
5. Resolution #61-2009 Clerical Help – This resolution approves the compensation 

of $10.00 an hour to Richard Waldron for his position of Deputy Town Clerk and 
Amy Ruckel for her position of Deputy Town Clerk 2 to whenever the position of 
a permanent part-time Deputy Town Clerk can be employed. The total 
compensation still stands at $10.00 an hour for 20 hours a week, distributed 
between the two clerks. Councilperson Sullivan offered the motion to approve 
Resolution #61-2009 as so presented, second by Councilperson Boshart. Vote 
taken: Yes – Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Sullivan, Councilperson 
Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson Ruskey. Motion 
carried. 

 
6. Resolution #62-2009 The 2009-2010 Justice Court Assistance Program Grant 

– This resolution approves the Town Justices to apply for the 2009-2010 JCAP 
Grant by its due date in August of 2009. The request from both Justices may not 
exceed $30,000. Councilperson Hajdasz offered the motion to approve Resolution 
#62-2009 as so presented, second by Councilperson Boshart. This grant will be 
for court camera security items, etc. Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson Hajdasz, 
Councilperson Sullivan, Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy, Absent 
– Councilperson Ruskey. Motion carried. 

 
OFFICIAL REPORTS  

 
1. County Legislator David Wilcox – Legislator Wilcox sent in a report. The 

County Board will be considering reinstating positions that became vacant in 
2009. The Board will consider approving the disbursement of Mortgage Tax 
Receipts to the towns, Cities and Villages. An introductory bill for an agreement 
between the NYS Office of Homeland Security and the Oneida County Sheriff’s 
Department for the continuation of the Automatic Vehicle Locator (AVL) Project 
and the purchase of a Special Missions Vehicle will be on the agenda.  



 3

2. Supervisor Scott Mahardy – None 
 
3. Councilperson Peggy Boshart – Quiet Month 

 
4. Councilperson Ronald Hajdasz – Councilperson Hajdasz reported that the RPT 

grants were awarded in June and that Kirkland received $50,000 to build a trail 
like Deerfield is building. He suggested that the Town have a grant writer. A grant 
writer would be aware of the grants that are available through the State, Federal 
and also various private agencies.  Town Clerk Ruckel stated that the grant writer 
would have to know what is going on in the Town. Supervisor Mahardy will 
check with Caroline Williams.  

 
5. Councilperson Richard Ruskey – Absent 
 
6. Councilperson James Sullivan – Councilperson Sullivan reported he received 

several questions about the new trail. 
 
7. Town Clerk Mary Ruckel – Town Clerk Ruckel received a call from a resident 

on Beaton Drive that the Highway Department truck took down wires. Highway 
Superintendent Arcuri spoke to the resident this evening and was informed that 
the wires came down from the wind. Town Clerk Ruckel reported that the dog 
enumeration is coming along well. Residents do not want to license their dogs, 
but have come in for the license. She reminded everyone that it is NYS law to 
have your dog licensed, not a Deerfield law. There was another dog attack on 
Trenton Road.  

 
8. Highway Superintendent Samuel Arcuri, Jr. – Superintendent Arcuri reported 

that the Highway Superintendents’ Association is working on a new plowing 
contract with the County. If it works out it will be a significant increase. All 26 
towns got together and figured out what it cost to plow a road. They are trying to 
move the procedure along as quickly as possible. The “no parking” signs at Brazie 
Park need to be replaced. Supervisor Mahardy asked the Superintendent to get an 
estimate. Superintendent Arcuri reported that the two man doors on the pole barn 
are coming apart. The light on the new sign is not on; it is corroded on the inside. 
The IT person has been up to the Highway garage for the backup system. Pictures 
of the Crooked Brook Road Bridge were passed around for review. 
Superintendent Arcuri hopes to have the road open by the end of the week and 
paved at the end of July. Superintendent Arcuri asked to attend the NYS Highway 
Superintendents’ Conference and was approved. Councilperson Sullivan asked if 
the ditching situation in the Spec Development could be addressed before the 
roads in that area were done. A copy of the Ditching Policy will be given to the 
board members. Superintendent Arcuri informed the Board that the new loader 
was in the parking lot for anyone to look over. It has already been in use. Town 
Clerk Ruckel asked when Doyle Road would be paved and was informed the last 
week of July.  
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9. Board of Assessors Chairman George Haskell – Chairman Haskell reported 
that the computers are updated and are ready for the school taxes.  

 
10. Planning Board Chairman Charles Ellsworth – Chairman Ellsworth reported 

that the Board will be holding a public hearing on Wednesday for storage units on 
Route 8/28 and will be looking at a proposed subdivision review. He also stated 
that there might be an opening on the Board.  

 
11. Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman Farley Raymo – Chairman Raymo 

reported that the Board approved an area variance at last month’s meeting.  
 
12. Parks – Supervisor Mahardy reported that the majority of the trail system has 

been roughed out. The back loop will be another 1.5 miles and it will be rough. It 
is an on-going project and there is a long way to go. A lot of people have donated 
their time and energy on the project already. Superintendent Arcuri stated he 
would like to get everything that shows from the road cleaned up. Supervisor 
Mahardy said it needs to be York-Raked and the sides dressed up. 

 
13. Senior Director Lura Raymo – Director Raymo reported that the seniors would 

be having their picnic at Wilderness Park on Thursday. On July 22 they will be 
going to Watkins Glen for a cruise around the lake with a luncheon and show on 
the boat followed by a visit to a winery.  

  
14. Youth Director Karen Day – Director Day reported one week of the summer 

program completed. This week there will be a train trip up to Old Forge. She 
asked for mercury lighting at Brazie Park. That might stop kids from moving the 
picnic tables over to the swings. The flag at Brazie Park does not have a light on 
it.  

 
15. Town Attorney William Schmitt – Nothing to report 

 
MEDIA TIME – None  
 

LATE PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

 
 Paul Zaleski – Mr. Zaleski thanked the Town for his rental of the Park. He heard 
great comments about the Park. He asked what he would need to do to host a block party 
in his area. Town Attorney Schmitt stated that Section 64 authorizes the Town Board to 
close a road for such a purpose after holding a public hearing. He suggested that the 
Town consider a local law. 
 
 Richard Wagner – Mr. Wagner asked about the water run-off in his area. His 
neighbor is being flooded out. Town Clerk Ruckel will contact Joanne Faulkner to go and 
look at the area. Supervisor Mahardy suggested that the Town sub-contract the job out. 
Superintendent Arcuri will get three quotes.  
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GENERAL FUND BILLS  
 

The General Fund Bills were audited. Councilperson Hajdasz offered the motion 
to approve General Fund Bills #281 to #337 as so presented, second by Councilperson 
Sullivan. Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Sullivan, 
Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson Ruskey. 
Motion carried. 
 

HIGHWAY BILLS  
 
 The Highway Fund Bills were audited. Councilperson Hajdasz offered the motion 
to approve Highway Fund Bills #151 to #185 as so presented, second by Councilperson 
Boshart. Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Sullivan, 
Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson Ruskey. 
Motion carried. 
 
SEWER OPERATION & MAINTENANCE BILLS  
 
 The Sewer O & M bills were audited. Councilperson Sullivan offered the motion 
to approve Sewer O & M bills #11 to #13 as so presented, second by Councilperson 
Hajdasz. Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Sullivan, 
Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson Ruskey. 
Motion carried. 
 
 Councilperson Hajdasz offered the motion to adjourn, second by Councilperson 
Boshart. Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Sullivan, 
Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy, Absent – Councilperson Ruskey. 
Motion carried. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     Lura Raymo, Secretary 
 
 
 


