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The Deerfield Town Board held its regular monthly meeting on September 13, 2010 at 
the Municipal Building.  Present were Councilpersons Richard Ruskey, Charles 
Ellsworth, James Sullivan, Peggy Boshart, Supervisor Scott Mahardy, Highway 
Superintendent Sam Arcuri, Town Clerk Mary Ruckel and Attorney for the Town William 
Schmitt.  Supervisor Scott Mahardy called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM with the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Town Clerk Mary Ruckel took the roll. 
 
MINUTES 
Councilperson James Sullivan moved and Councilperson Richard Ruskey seconded a 
motion that the minutes of the Regular Town Board meeting of August 9, 2010 be 
approved. Councilperson Richard Ruskey, Councilperson Charles Ellsworth, 
Councilperson James Sullivan, Councilperson Peggy Boshart and Supervisor Scott 
Mahardy voted yes and the motion was approved 
 
EARLY PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 
No one applied for early privilege of the floor 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Assemblyman David Townsend replied by letter that $14,750 is not available for trail 
grooming equipment.  Senator Joseph Griffo has not replied as yet.  
 
Letter from Michael Duell, Athletic Director for Whitesboro Central School, confirming 
their use of Wilderness Park trails for both training and for meets.  The park has been 
used, but the facilities have not been cleaned nor have the materials replenished.  
Further contact with Mr. Duell is required.   
 
A letter from the Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority was sent announcing that once 
again the Authority will accept demolition material during the December to March time 
frame.  Maybe the old Town Highway garage should be considered someday.   
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
Resolution 66-2010   2011 Budget Workshop and Public Hearing:   Councilperson 
Peggy Boshart moved and Councilperson Charles Ellsworth seconded a motion to hold 
a Workshop devoted to the 2011 preliminary budget on Monday, October 11, 2010 at 
6:30 PM at the Deerfield Municipal Building with the Public Hearing on the 2011 final 
budget to be held on Monday, November 8, 2010 at 7:00 PM at the Deerfield Municipal 
Building.  Councilpersons Ruskey, Ellsworth, Sullivan, Boshart, and Supervisor Mahardy 
voted yes, and the motion was carried.   
 
Resolution 67-2010   Town Clerk Second Deputy:   Councilperson Charles Ellsworth 
moved and Councilperson Richard Ruskey seconded a motion that Amy Ruckel, 5766 
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Grace Road, be appointed Deputy Town Clerk 2 during the period August 1, 2010 thru 
December 31, 2010 to be paid from budget item A1410.11 at the rate of $10 per hour 
with a maximum of 20 hours per week paid monthly for services as needed.  Town Clerk 
Mary Ruckel stated that during the Deputy Clerk’s absesce, Amy was paid by Mary 
herself so there was no double payment.  Councilpersons Ruskey, Ellsworth, Sullivan, 
Boshart, and Supervisor Mahardy voted yes, and the motion was carried. 
 
Resolution 68-2010   Town Highway Garage Construction Deficiencies:   Councilperson 
Peggy Boshart moved and Councilperson James Sullivan seconded a motion to adopt 
Resolution 68-2010 to wit: 
   Whereas at the Town Board meeting of the Twon of Deerfield, Oneida County, held on 
September 13, 2010, at 7:30 PM the Town of Deerfeild enterd into a contract with 
Richard E. Alexander for the general construction of the Town of Deerfield highway 
garage dated July 17, 2006 as well as contracts with Spencer Electric, an electrical 
contractor, Giruzzi Plumbing, a plumbing contractor who did plumbing and heating; and 
   Whereas issues have arisen with respect to the performance of Alexander and/or 
other contractors in connection with the construction of the garage; and 
   Whereas the Town has retained the services of FCL Management Inc  report provided 
by Jay Winn Town of Deerfield garage study dated April 20, 2010 which identifies 
various deficiencies in the construction of the garage which continue to impact the 
operation and use thereof; and 
    Whereas on May 18, 2009, representatives of the Town including its consultant and 
Dick Alexander met to discuss the performance under the terms of the contract after 
which further meetings with the contractors were anticipated; and 
   Whereas no further construction activity has been undertaken by the contractor since 
that meeting of May 18, 2009 nor have further communications been received regarding 
the deficiencies noted in the study; and 
   Whereas the Town Board is of the opinion that the contractor should present the 
responses and plan or plans to remedy the deficiencies noted in the study and upon 
their failure to do so the Town should consider undertaking the necessary remedial 
action to address such deficiencies. 
Therefore be it resolved that the Town Clerk be and she is hereby directed to forward a 
copy of the study to all contractors with the request that they submit a plan to remedy 
the deficiencies noted therein on or before October 8, 2010, and to further advise that 
upon their failure to submit a plan addressing the deficiencies, the Town will consider 
undertaking such remedial action as may be necessary and the cost therefore be 
charged to the responsible parties.  Councilpersons Ruskey, Ellsworth, Sullivan, 
Boshart, and Supervisor Mahardy voted yes, and the motion was carried.   
 
Resolution 68-2010   Town Highway Garage Construction Deficiencies:   Councilperson 
Peggy Boshart moved and Councilperson James Sullivan seconded a motion to adopt 
Resolution 68-2010 to wit: 
Because of a long history of failed attempts to fix the Town Garage, it is resolved that 
the Town Clerk is directed to forward a copy of the deficiency study to all contractors 
with the request that they submit a plan to remedy the deficiencies noted therein on or 
before October 8, 2010, and to further advise that upon their failure to submit a plan 
addressing the deficiencies, the Town will consider undertaking such remedial action as 
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may be necessary and the cost therefore be charged to the responsible parties.  
Councilpersons Ruskey, Ellsworth, Sullivan, Boshart, and Supervisor Mahardy voted 
yes, and the motion was carried. 
 
OFFICIAL REPORTS 
 
Charles Ellsworth, Chair of Policy and Procedures Committee:  nothing to report until 
there is an input from Peggy’s Personnel Committee. 
James Sullivan, Chair of Infrastructure Committee:  current issue is the yellow flags at 
the culvert on Firehouse Road and Sam’s proposed remedy. 
 
Peggy Boshart, Chair of Personnel Committee:  She will meet with Sam Arcuri and 
hopefully have a report for next month. 
 
Supervisor Scott Mahardy encouraged all committee chairs to have a report during the 
October / November time frame in anticipation of an impact on the 2011 budget.   
 
County Legislator David Wilcox sent a fax listing County Legislature issues.  
 
Supervisor Scott Mahardy recommended that all Board members attend a seminar, 
Fiscal Oversight - Red Flags for Fraud, at SUNYIT on September 29.  The cost is $15 
per person. He read a letter from all the Wagners of 105 Woodruff Terrace 
congratulating Karen Day and her staff on the Summer Youth Program including the 
lock-down due to events in Rome and Marcy. Scott made note of on-going codes 
issues, especially conditions at the corner of Walker and Firehouse roads.  There may 
be children there in poor living conditions so a different remedy is in order.  Home 
occupations have become an issue in Ramblewood, and we need to make a plan to 
address multiple issues.   
 
Councilperson Peggy Boshart told about green waste on Pauline Ave.  Sam Arcuri said 
that the owner was told to bring the material to the Town Garage because the 
September collection is done.  She questioned Town Clerk, Mary Ruckel, about dog 
licenses.  Mary responded that licensing is on-going all year long, but that there is a real 
mess now with the State’s abdicating.  There will be a meeting on September 15 in 
Rome to address town dog license plans.   
 
Councilperson Charles Ellsworth was questioned about an open Constable position and 
was told that there are now three filled positions and no more are contemplated.   
 
Councilperson Richard Ruskey had complaints about visibility due to a political sign at 
the corner of Walker and Firehouse, but the issue was resolved quickly. 
 
Councilperson James Sullivan reported again on the issue of green waste with the hope 
that Sam Arcuri will begin to issue tickets.   
 
Town Clerk Mary Ruckel thanked Keith Ballard for fixing the sign board.  She needs 
newsletter items by October 1.  She and Deputy Nicholas DeRosa will attend the 
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meeting in Rome devoted to the dog license crisis.  A man came to the office asking 
about putting up a windmill to replace one which has been gone for several years.   
 
Highway Superintendent Sam Arcuri said that the delay in paving is due to the paving 
companies being very busy elsewhere.  He plans to investigate a process called “soil 
nailing” in Cazenovia in hopes that it will save money on the repair of Cheese Factory 
Road dirt bank.  The new truck is in Buffalo now.  The Grade-All is broken down.  The 
Town Board should consider hiring an eighth man to replace Ken Love who left. 
 
Board of Assessors Chair, George Haskell:  Things have been exceptionally quiet for 
this time of year.  The snow birds will be leaving soon, so he will be here every Tuesday 
night. 
 
Planning Board Chair, Patricia Goldsmith   no report 
 
ZBA Chair, Jozef Malinowski reported quiet months of July and August with one 
application for an area variance in September. 
 
Building Inspector; John Fewer   no report 
 
Town Historian, Jozef Malinowski reported that he has responded to six requests for 
information.  He attended the 84th Old Home Day at North Gage Church.   
Parks Committee 
 
Senior Director Lura Raymo asked about money for further changes in the senior room 
and was told to wait until next year.   
 
Youth Director Karen Day reported that youth activity is in between fall and winter at the 
moment, but that she might not be able to meet the deadline for the next newsletter.  
She thanked Nicholas DeRosa for his concern and communication for the two and one 
half hours during the Marcy shooting crisis.   
 
Attorney for the Town, William Schmitt:  asked to be present for the conference with Mr. 
Husnay since the two have been working on a number of codes issues.   
 
MEDIA- no one present 
 
LATE PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 
 
A resident questioned the status of Highview Park and said that children were using the 
dirt bank at the corner of Highview Dr. and Walker Rd. as a ramp which is dangerous 
because of visibility.  Highway Superintendent Samuel Arcuri said that his first priority is 
highway, but that attention will be given to Highview Park. 
 
Frank Loin 5418 Walker Road asked about who reads complaint letters.   Supervisor 
Scott Mahardy replied that they are read and forwarded to appropriate officials.  Mr. Loin 
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continued by stating that he had sent each Councilperson a copy of his letter about the 
house on the corner of Firehouse and Walker, and that no one responded. 
Supervisor Scott Mahardy stated that the letter had not been read aloud at the last Town 
Board meeting.   Supervisor Scott Mahardy said that the situation has changed in that 
there may be issues within the building over which the Town has no control.  Other 
outside agencies including the Sheriff Dept are now involved.  There are no laws 
governing the condition of decorative shrubs.  The appearance of the home is poor.  
Councilperson Charles Ellsworth responded that there is a limit on what actions the 
Town can take. Mr. Loin responded with the statement that if he were the codes man, 
then he would tag Mr. Ellsworth’s home. 
 
Richard Wagner 105 Woodruff Terrace complained again about the water conditions on 
his road.  He wants a catch basin installed between the two drive ways and feels that 5 
years is too long to wait for a solution.  Highway Superintendent Samuel Arcuri stated 
that he would have the small patch of blacktop removed.  Supervisor Scott Mahardy 
went on to explain that Oneida County will do a full assessment of all 44.74 miles of 
road in the Town and rate each road on a scale DOT schedule of 1 to 10.  If each road 
were to be addressed every 10 years, then we would be doing 4 ½ miles of road each 
year.  At a cost of $125,000 to $130,000 per mile, the road repair cost would be 
$500,000 per year.  Our current rate of repair is about $175,000.  There was no stimulus 
money available, and no instant recovery is possible.  The cost of the Cheese Factory 
Road Bridge alone could total $1,000,000.  The Town needs a plan for both equipment 
and repair.  
 
Councilperson Peggy Boshart asked if she and any other board members night attend 
the meeting among Attorney for the Town, William Schmitt, John Husnay and John 
Fewer and was assured they might attend.  She too would like to know what Mr. Husnay 
has done. 
Mr. Loin commented that Mr. Husnay is not on a list of Town officials and was told that 
he assists John Fewer, Building Inspector.  He is not bonded because he has no 
involvement with money.  Mr. Loin stated that, “he (Mr. Husnay) is not doing his job” and 
wanted this statement “in the record”.   
 
BILLS 
Councilperson James Sullivan moved and Councilperson Peggy Boshart seconded a 
motion to pay General Fund bills number 332 through 378.  Councilpersons Ruskey, 
Ellsworth, Sullivan, Boshart, and Supervisor Mahardy voted yes, and the motion was 
carried.  
 
Councilperson James Sullivan moved and Councilperson Richard Ruskey seconded a 
motion to pay Highway Fund bills number 190 through 214.  Councilpersons Ruskey, 
Ellsworth, Sullivan, Boshart, and Supervisor Mahardy voted yes, and the motion was 
carried.   
 
Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and Councilperson James Sullivan seconded a 
motion to pay Sewer O&M number 13.  Councilpersons Ruskey, Ellsworth, Sullivan, 
Boshart, and Supervisor Mahardy voted yes, and the motion was carried. 
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Councilperson James Sullivan moved and Councilperson Peggy Boshart seconded a 
motion to adjourn.  Councilpersons Ruskey, Ellsworth, Sullivan, Boshart, and Supervisor 
Mahardy voted yes, the motion was carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.   
 
 
ADJOURN AT 8:15pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Mary G. Ruckel, Town Clerk  


