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The Deerfield Town Board held its regular monthly meeting on May 9, 2011 at the Municipal Building.  
Present were Councilpersons Richard Ruskey, Charles Ellsworth, Pat Benzo, Peggy Boshart, 

Supervisor Scott Mahardy, Town Clerk Mary Ruckel and Attorney for the Town William Schmitt.  
Supervisor Scott Mahardy called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Town Clerk Mary Ruckel took the roll.   

 
Councilperson Peggy Boshart was called by Linda Barr who wanted the portion of the late privilege of 
the floor minutes of the April 11, 2011 meeting changed to include her title as Chair of the ZBA and 

to note that she was the only applicant not interviewed for the vacant Councilperson position now 
filled by Pat Benzo.  Supervisor Scott Mahardy replied that she had identified herself as a resident of 

the district, not as ZBA Chair. 
 
MINUTES 

Councilperson Peggy Boshart moved and Councilperson Pat Benzo seconded a motion that the 
minutes of the Regular Town Board meeting of be approved. Attorney for the Town William Schmitt 
opined that the minutes are either approved as presented or that there is a motion to amend.  

Councilpersons Richard Ruskey, Charles Ellsworth, Pat Benzo, Peggy Boshart and Supervisor Scott 
Mahardy voted yes and the motion was approved, the minutes being approved as presented.  
 

Supervisor Scott Mahardy reported on letters exchanged between Judge Oczkowski and himself 
wherein Judge Oczkowski’s request for additional compensation beyond that approved in April 11, 
2011 was denied.   

 
Supervisor Scott Mahardy reviewed the letter from New York Municipal Insurance Reciprocal which 
recommended certain action to minimize accidents and losses.  Supervisor Scott Mahardy would like 

to set another meeting on May 16 @ 5:30 PM to discuss both the letter and the Deerfield road 
situation.  
 

Supervisor Scott Mahardy outlined his contacts with both Assemblywoman Claudia Tenney and 
Congressman Richard Hanna regarding FEMA help for the flood damaged areas of Deerfield.   

 
EARLY PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR none 
 

CORRESPONDENCE none 
 
OLD BUSINESS none 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
Resolution 41-2011 Set date for public hearing for proposed change in local noise law:  

Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and Councilperson Pat Benzo seconded a motion to set June 
13, 2011 @ 7:00 PM as the date to hold a public hearing proposing the addition of decibel readings 
to the Town’s Noise Law.  The proposed changes have been available at the Town Clerk’s Office.  
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Councilpersons Richard Ruskey, Charles Ellsworth, Pat Benzo, Peggy Boshart and Supervisor Scott 

Mahardy voted yes and the motion was approved.   
 

Resolution 42-2011 Training appointment:  Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and 
Councilperson Peggy Boshart seconded a motion to approve additional compensation to Linda 
Hajdasz during May 2011 for training the new court clerk.  Councilpersons Richard Ruskey, Charles 

Ellsworth, Pat Benzo, Peggy Boshart and Supervisor Scott Mahardy voted yes and the motion was 
approved.   
 

Resolution 43-2011 Repairs for the senior room:  Councilperson Peggy Boshart moved and 
Councilperson Richard Ruskey seconded a motion to accept the bid by Kevin Hughes Construction Inc 
in the amount of $2,350.00 to repair water damage to both the court room wall and the kitchen floor.  

Councilpersons Richard Ruskey, Charles Ellsworth, Pat Benzo, Peggy Boshart and Supervisor Scott 
Mahardy voted yes and the motion was approved.  
 

Resolution 44-2011Winter sand bids:  Councilperson Richard Ruskey moved and Councilperson 
Peggy Boshart seconded a motion to receive sealed bids in the Town Clerk’s Office by May 23, 2011 
per the attached specifications for abrasives to control snow and ice.  Councilpersons Richard Ruskey, 

Charles Ellsworth, Pat Benzo, Peggy Boshart and Supervisor Scott Mahardy voted yes and the motion 
was approved.   

 
OFFICIAL REPORTS 
Charles Ellsworth, Chair of Policy and Procedures Committee:  Councilperson Charles 

Ellsworth reported that the committee has considered 3 subjects: incident, accident reporting and 
discipline; application interview and hiring procedures for appointment, employment and appointment 
to fill vacant positions; building and heat control.  The report is now ready for the Council and the 

Town Attorney to review.  He passed out copies.   
 
Infrastructure Committee:  Supervisor Scott Mahardy recommended Richard Ruskey as the new 

Chair with Pat Benzo as member and with Highway Superintendent Samuel Arcuri filling in as needed.  
The Town Board agreed.   
 

Peggy Boshart, Chair of Personnel Committee:  Councilperson Peggy Boshart reported that she 
has received a letter about the youth director and will look into duties and pay scales for next month.   
 

County Legislator David Wilcox:  Although he is absent, he did send a copy of the County 
Legislature agenda.   

 
Supervisor Scott Mahardy reported that he sent a letter to GVH Development, owners of property 
on Firehouse Road, about the logging mess there with a copy to John Fewer what with John 

Husnay’s current health absence.  He continued with mention of numerous calls about flood damage 
and again mentioned the special meeting to be held on May 16 at 5:30 PM to address the situation.  
There will be a series of Public Hearings in June to address additional Zoning Ordinance changes; to 

address the insurance company’s recommendation to draft a local law on highway defects; and to 
address damage to Wilderness Park trails.  Highway Superintendent Samuel Arcuri interjected the 
statement that the trails have all been repaired.   
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Councilperson Peggy Boshart told of driving around the Town to survey the storm damage.  She 

was called by the owner at 5525 Walker Road about damage to the lawn.  She was called by owners 
on Harris Road complaining about the condition of the road ditches which are overflowing.  Highway 

Superintendent Samuel Arcuri said that the Department does as much as it can every year and 
admitted that part of Harris Road needs fixing.  Supervisor Scott Mahardy reminded that this will be 
one of the issues to be addressed at the May 16 meeting.   

 
Councilperson Charles Ellsworth surveyed the storm damage also and stressed the importance of 
the May 16 meeting.   

 
Councilperson Richard Ruskey said that we must do what we can do, and that FEMA's help is 
needed.  

 
Councilperson Pat Benzo said that he met fellow councilpersons out looking at the damage.  We 
need FEMA.   

 
Town Clerk Mary Ruckel said that she called several agencies and made a rough estimate of 
repair cost along with Highway Superintendent Samuel Arcuri.  She e-mailed reports and photos to 

Richard Hanna’s office and said that FEMA will arrive on Thursday.  Owners on West Canada Creek 
are devastated what with no flood insurance and maybe $100,000 damage.  The storm, the garage 

sale and the dog issues are overwhelming the Office.   
 
Highway Superintendent Sam Arcuri told of working on the annual County MS4 storm water 

report.  He said that crews are working diligently on the worst roads first.  
 
Board of Assessors Chair, George Haskell: reported that all assessment change notices have 

been mailed out and reminded that May 24 is Grievance Day.  
 
Planning Board Chair Patricia Goldsmith  Supervisor Scott Mahardy reported in her absence that 

the Public Hearing on the Noise Ordinance will take place on June 13 at 7:00 PM at which time dates 
for additional modifications to the Zoning Ordinance will be set.  These amendments will be available 
in the Town Clerk’s office.  It will be most helpful if the Planning Board Chairperson along with 

Planning Board members attend and be prepared to explain decibel readings.   
 
Zoning Board of Appeals Chair, Linda Barr: reported that the Coonrod area variance hearing will 

be held tomorrow at 6:30 PM.  The Panella variance is cancelled on continuance which is OK as long 
as there are not two continuances in a row.   

 
Town Historian, Jozef Malinowski  absent 
 

Parks Committee  Supervisor Scott Mahardy said that the trails are in good shape.  He then told of 
the Volunteer Fire Department’s desire to use the field for soft ball, but that they cannot find 
insurance with the Town as co-insured.  Attorney for the Town William Schmitt said that waivers of 

insurance could get too complicated and recommended against such an arrangement.  Supervisor 
Scott Mahardy then said that the Town is not in insurance business and must regretfully deny 
permission to use the field unless they can obtain insurance.   
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Senior Director Lura Raymo:  One senior is from West Canada Village, and they need all the help 

they can get.  A trip is planned for the end of May.  Supervisor Scott Mahardy asked that the Seniors 
meet with Kevin Hughes to select attributes of the new kitchen floor. 

 
Youth Director Karen Day:  reported by Paul Zaleski who said that the winter program ended 
with an enjoyable trip to the Most Museum in Syracuse.  Planning is under way for the summer 

program of activities three days of each week starting two days after the July 4th weekend. He 
offered to help with the investigation of the Youth Director revenue.   
 

Attorney for the Town, William Schmitt: who had nothing to report.   
 
MEDIA 

 
LATE PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 
Lura Raymo of Walker Road reminded everyone of the Whitesboro School vote next Tuesday at the 

Deerfield Elementary School from 7AM until 9PM.   
 
Caroline Williams of the Southern Oneida Council of Governments told of New York State Archive 

training, of hydrofracking training on May 11, of rights-of-way and boundary issues by the Local 
Government Education Committee on June 29, of the SOCG report on financial comparison of Oneida 

County municipalities (which she passed out to the Council members), of the NOCOG meeting on 
health insurance on July 28 at Kernan and Gilroy and a second session in October at SUNYIT.  She 
offered DEC Fire Dept grant applications.   

 
Linda Barr of Crooked Brook Road thanked both Councilperson Charles Ellsworth and Councilperson 
Pat Benzo for their prompt flood inspection.  She requested that Highway Superintendent Samuel 

Arcuri repair the dip in the entrance to her driveway.  She requested that she receive a copy of the 
minutes the Town Board meetings from now on within two weeks of the meeting date.  She asked 
that her appointment as Chair of the Deerfield Republican Party be announced in the Town 

Newsletter and was told by Supervisor Scott Mahardy that no political news appears in the 
Newsletter.   
 

Terry Cognetto of Cheese Factory Road complimented Highway Superintendent Samuel Arcuri on his 
efforts and inquired about public participation at the May 16 meeting.  Supervisor Scott Mahardy 
replied that it will be a working session but that the public is welcome.  He went on to explain the 

priority plan to address the 30 miles of Town road and the enormous expense involved in fixing 
them, adding that we need to investigate all manner of financial aid.   

 
David Yager of Cheese Factory Road complimented Highway Superintendent Samuel Arcuri and 
asked if just one section of the road could be smoothed.  Highway Superintendent Samuel Arcuri said 

that it would be returned to gravel temporarily.  
 
Linda Barr questioned which end of Crooked Brook Road was repaired and Highway Superintendent 

Samuel Arcuri told her it was the 11 foot culvert.   
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 BILLS 

Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and Councilperson Peggy Boshart seconded a motion to pay 
General Fund bills number 173 through 223.  Councilpersons Ruskey, Ellsworth, Benzo, Boshart, and 

Supervisor Mahardy voted yes, and the motion was carried.   
 
Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and Councilperson Richard Ruskey seconded a motion to pay 

Highway Fund bills number 110 through 137.  Councilpersons Ruskey, Ellsworth, Benzo, Boshart, and 
Supervisor Mahardy voted yes, and the motion was carried.   
 

ADJOURN 
 
Councilperson Peggy Boshart moved and Councilperson Pat Benzo seconded a motion to adjourn.  

Councilpersons Ruskey, Ellsworth, Benzo, Boshart, and Supervisor Mahardy voted yes, the motion 
was carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
Mary G. Ruckel, Town Clerk  


