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The Deerfield Town Board held its regular monthly meeting on July 9, 2012 at the 

Municipal Building.  Present were Councilpersons Michael Collins, Pat Benzo, Charles 

Ellsworth, David Barone, Supervisor Scott Mahardy, Town Clerk Mary Ruckel and 
Attorney for the Town William Schmitt.  Supervisor Scott Mahardy called the 

meeting to order at 7:30 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Town Clerk Mary Ruckel 

took the roll.   

 
MINUTES 

Councilperson Pat Benzo moved and Councilperson David Barone seconded a 

motion to approve the minutes of the workshop meeting held on June 9, 2012 from 

8:30 until 10:35 AM.  Councilpersons Collins, Benzo, Ellsworth, Barone and 
Supervisor Scott Mahardy voted yes and the motion was approved.   

 

Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and Councilperson David Barone seconded a 

motion that the minutes of the Regular Town Board meeting of June 11, 2012 be 
approved.  Councilpersons Collins, Benzo, Ellsworth, Barone and Supervisor Scott 

Mahardy voted yes and the motion was approved.   

 

EARLY PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. Papp, owner of West Canada Creek Campground, expressed his concern over 
the actions of a dog belonging to a neighbor of his business.  Attorney for the Town 

William Schmitt advised that the Town could file a complaint; but to be effective, 

the dog would have to be declared a dangerous dog and that is unlikely at this 

point.  Gail Charboneau requested that she be called directly if it happens again.   
 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Supervisor Scott Mahardy announced that the residents of Doyle Road have 

petitioned the Town for extension of the sewer system to include all of Doyle Road.  
He quoted Mr. Steven Devan of the Solid Waste Authority as having said that one is 

more likely to see God than to have the sewer extended.  Mr. Devan sent a 367 

page document describing the complicated rules, and Attorney for the Town William 

Schmitt further described the process.  

 
The Town has received a report from NY Municipal Insurance Reciprocal dealing 

with the condition of Town facilities.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 
RESOLUTIONS 

RESOLUTION NO. 65-2012   Bid Award-SAND 

Councilperson Pat Benzo moved and Councilperson David Barone seconded a 

motion that the Town Board of the Town of Deerfield does hereby approve the 
attached bid from Poland Sand and Gravel in the amount of $1.80 per ton for sand 

for ice control.  David Eckler’s bid was for $2.45 per ton.  Councilpersons Barone, 
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Benzo, Ellsworth, Collins and Supervisor Mahardy voted yes and the motion was 

approved.  [17:40] 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 66-2012 Whitesboro Central School Partnership 

Councilperson Michael Collins moved and Councilperson David Barone seconded a 

motion that the Town Board of the Town of Deerfield does hereby approve the use 

of Wilderness Park by the Whitesboro Central School for practice and meets 
beginning on or about August 20, 2012 through on or about November 1, 2012, 

contingent upon receipt of certificate of insurance.  Parking was a problem last year 

at the Tri-Valley League meet, and the park season may have to be extended.  

Councilpersons Barone, Benzo, Ellsworth, Collins and Supervisor Mahardy voted yes 
and the motion was approved.   

 

RESOLUTION NO. 67-2012 Youth Program Appointments 

Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and Councilperson David Barone seconded a 
motion that the Town Board of the Town of Deerfield does hereby approve the 

following appointments as Recreation Attendants for the Summer Youth Program 

contingent upon receiving completed applications: Amanda Benoit, Kaitlyn Day, 

Craig Rugari, Lucas Rugari, Maureen Bishop, Brandon Zaleski and Summer 

Naughton.  Rate of pay is per the 2012 budget schedule.  Town Clerk Mary Ruckel 
reminded that the County needs an original application every six months from the 

applicants.  Councilpersons Barone, Benzo, Ellsworth, Collins and Supervisor 

Mahardy voted yes and the motion was approved.   

 
RESOLUTION NO. 68-2012 Court Clerks Payment Methodology Change 

Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and Councilperson David Barone seconded a 

motion that the Town Board of the Town of Deerfield does hereby approve, (after a 

6 month re-evaluation as discussed in the 2012 budget development process) the 
following payment methodology change: 

Payment for services will be changed from a current process of $12.00 per hour for 

up to 16 hours to $120.00 per court night plus up to 5 additional hours at $12.00 

per hour.  Supervisor Scott Mahardy opined that this will reduce the cost from $192 

to $180 per month.  Councilpersons Barone, Benzo, Ellsworth, Collins and 
Supervisor Mahardy voted yes and the motion was approved.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 69-2012 Highway Employee Appointment 

Councilperson Michael Collins moved and Councilperson Charles Ellsworth seconded 
a motion that the Town Board of the Town of Deerfield does hereby approve the 

appointment of Edward Coffin Jr. of Beecher Rd. in Poland to the vacant position of 

MEO in the Highway Department. This position carries a one (1) year probationary 

period and pays $12.00 per hour.  Starting date is contingent upon successful 
physical, drug test and civil service paperwork.  Councilpersons Barone, Benzo, 

Ellsworth, Collins and Supervisor Mahardy voted yes and the motion was approved.   

 

 
 

OFFICIAL REPORTS 



 Page 3 of 5 

Charles Ellsworth, Chair of Policy and Procedures Committee:  who said that 

the Committee is still waiting for price quotes for the booklet.   

Pat Benzo, Chair of Infrastructure Committee:  had nothing new to report.   
David Barone, Chair of Personnel Committee: had nothing new to report.  

County Legislator Philip Sacco: told of communication with Congressman 

Richard Hanna concerning the Federal Transportation Bill worth $100 billion of 

which $3.2 billion will come to NYS over a 2 year period.  Supervisor Scott Mahardy 
noted that none of that will be available for Cheese Factory Road, however.  Mr. 

Sacco continued by saying that the 2012-13 MVCC budget of $50.5 million will 

come before the Board of Legislators on Wednesday.  This amount is a small 

increase over last year and will raise the tuition to $3580 per year.   
Supervisor Scott Mahardy: reported on a conversation with a person on the 

Mohawk Valley Water Authority who said that the fire hydrant off Walker Road 

belongs to Oneida County because it was part of Broadacres.  

Councilperson Michael Collins:  spoke of pot hole repair on Davis Road that has 
not held up.  He explained to Ed Riemenschneider that a list of road projects is 

being prepared.  Highway Superintendent Samuel Arcuri spoke up stating that the 

list is subject to change at any time and that there are no plans to black top farther 

down Davis Road. The pot holes will be repaired.   

Councilperson Charles Ellsworth:  asked about the status of lighting at Brazie 
Park, and Supervisor Scott Mahardy informed that there has been one bid of $2,560 

but that two more bids are required.   

Councilperson Michael Collins reported further that $1000 has been spent as 

services provided agreement to the girl’s softball league that spent $800 of that to 
use the field at SUNYIT as home field.  The group would like to use our field as its 

home field.   

Councilperson David Barone:  had nothing to report.   

Councilperson Pat Benzo:  has had calls wondering about the status of road 
repair, and Highway Superintendent Samuel Arcuri said that repaving of Bell Hill 

Road would start soon.   

Town Clerk Mary Ruckel: said that the newsletter would go out this week.  There 

will be a program at SUNY about codes violations and local laws to enforce them.  

She came to the office on July 4th to prepare a death certificate.   
Highway Superintendent Sam Arcuri: told of cooperating with the Town of 

Schuyler to repair Graham Road to save money.  The soccer field has been repaired 

and work is continuing on Crooked Brook Road.  There should be a meeting with the 

Town Board to establish a plan to replace worn out equipment.  He offered a 
booklet on classes that he attended recently.  County Legislator Philip Sacco said 

that there is nothing to report on allowing the Town to keep winter sand on a part 

of Broadacres property.   

Board of Assessors Chair, George Haskell:  Jane Buchner reported that the 
2012 tax roll is all set.  We can now use the NYS 2011 program.  Some residents 

are upset by media reports saying that August 1 is the date for STAR applications to 

be in but do not make it clear that this date is for Utica residents only.  Assessors 

will be in the office on Board meeting nights from 6 to 9 PM during July, August and 
September. 

Planning Board Chair Patricia Goldsmith:  absent 
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Zoning Board of Appeals Chair, Lura Raymo:  absent 

Town Historian, Jozef Malinowski:  reminded of the Old Home Day at the North 

Gage Church on the 3rd Sunday in August at 11 AM...  He explained that his 
comment last month about the ’67 Chevy was a facetious one and asked that the 

Town not buy him the vehicle.  He does not like Chevy’s.    

Parks Committee:  nothing to report 

Senior Director Lura Raymo:  absent, but had left a report in everyone’s mail slot 
Youth Director Karen Day:  absent 

Attorney for the Town, William Schmitt:  nothing to report   

 

MEDIA 
 

LATE PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

Jozef Malinowski asked about enforcing the new rules on green waste collection.  

Highway Superintendent Samuel Arcuri replied that notices will go out soon to those 
who are not cooperating.  He feels that the new rules will work well.   

 

Mary Brumbaugh 10536 Cosby Manor Road asked about the status of the house 

on Walker Road next to Cosby Manor Road.  She was told that a Notice to Remedy 

had been sent to the owner.   
 

Linda Welch 317 Tumbleweed Dr spoke of trying to arrange a meeting concerning 

drainage.  Councilperson Michael Collins, Supervisor Scott Mahardy and Highway 

Superintendent Samuel Arcuri said that they had tried to contact her.  She then 
asked when the roads would be marked after the application of stone and oil.  

Highway Superintendent Samuel Arcuri replied that he has not been able to get an 

answer from the County.   

 
Anna Pereira 7022 Crooked Brook Road asked about the status of her issue and if 

the Town could take action.  Attorney for the Town William Schmitt replied that the 

laws are sufficient for law enforcement to take action but that act could affect other 

farmers as well.  Supervisor Scott Mahardy stated that he will follow up with the 

Sheriff and get back to her.  
 

 

BILLS 

Town Clerk Mary Ruckel questioned the coding of two bills. 
Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and Councilperson David Barone seconded a 

motion to pay General Fund bills number 450 through. 492.  Councilpersons Collins, 

Benzo, Ellsworth, Barone, and Supervisor Scott Mahardy voted yes, and the motion 

was approved.   
 

Councilperson David Barone moved and Councilperson Pat Benzo seconded a 

motion to pay Highway Fund bills number 222 through. 247.  Councilpersons 

Collins, Benzo, Ellsworth, Barone, and Supervisor Scott Mahardy voted yes, and the 
motion was approved.   
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Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and Councilperson David Barone seconded a 

motion to pay Sewer O&M number 14.  Councilpersons Collins, Benzo, Ellsworth, 

Barone, and Supervisor Scott Mahardy voted yes, and the motion was approved.   
 

ADJOURN 

 

Councilperson David Barone moved and Councilperson Pat Benzo seconded a 
motion to adjourn.  Councilpersons Collins, Benzo, Ellsworth, Barone, and 

Supervisor Scott Mahardy voted yes, the motion was approved, and the meeting 

was adjourned at 8:20 PM.   

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
 
Mary G. Ruckel, Town Clerk  


