
The Deerfield Town Board held a Public Hearing on Local Law #1-2013 Hydrofracking 
Moratorium on March 11, 2013 at the Municipal Building.  Present were Councilpersons 
Charles Ellsworth, Pat Benzo, Michael Collins, David Barone, Supervisor Scott 
Mahardy, Town Clerk Tracy Jubis, and Attorney for the Town William Schmitt.  
Supervisor Scott Mahardy called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Supervisor Scott Mahardy opened up the Public Hearing stating that this was the 2nd 
Public Hearing concerning the 180 day moratorium on hydrofracking, the 1st one was 
held February 11, the purpose of this Public Hearing is to hear public comments 
regarding the extension of our current moratorium. 
 
Supervisor Scott Mahardy opened up the floor for public comments and asked for a five 
minute limit. 
 
Carlton Quarry from New Hartford shared with the Town Board a checklist on how to 
make the decision regarding Hydrofracking that he will leave with the Board.  He spoke 
about the fact that there is a lot to consider, especially the economic impact.  He then 
mentioned Jeannette Barr, an economist, who spoke on the added burdens to all, the 
declining property values, and rents going up.  The checklist provided the Town of New 
Hartford with a lot of useful information, you can find a lot of information on the web by 
just entering key words such as; the term “Flare”, which stands for Forward Looking 
Infra-red, there is information on venting, midnight dumping, etc.  Mr. Quarry went on to 
list numerous keywords to find information on hydrofracking (listed on checklist 
provided).  He finished up with saying “Thank God New York State has the term Home 
Rule”.  
 
Joseph Grailich, a Harris Rd resident, had a question about mineral rights and what his 
rights were if hydrofracking was allowed.  Mr. Quarry basically summed it up by stating 
that you cannot say no, but you also would still be entitled to the 18.5% royalty rights. 
 
Princia Benson from Barneveld spoke on the Denver Post article on hydrofracking which 
talked about the illnesses near fracking, such as vomiting blood, asthma, and cancer.  
She stated that all gas wells leak according to gas company research, and that 6% of 
wells leak poisons into water immediately, and that all wells will leak before they are 30 
years old.  Duke University stated that methane is 17% greater in ground water when 
you live near drilling sites.  Ms. Benson stated that she has a list of 650 chemicals found 
in fracking fluids that she can share with the board.  She listed some facts that she had: 
A lot of insurance companies will not cover damages due to fracking, property values 
are down 24% near fracking sites, and that banks will not give mortgages near fracking 
sites.  Ms. Benson also stated that the unemployment rate in Pennsylvania, where 
fracking is allowed, is the same as New York State-close to 8%.  She spoke of doctors 
who were forced to sign gag orders near fracking sites, so they would not disclose the 
dangers.  Ms. Benson finished by asking the Board if they would like a copy of the list 
from the House of Representatives, Supervisor Mahardy said yes. 
 



Attorney for the Town William Schmitt spoke about what the Board was planning to do.  
Adopt a Local Law banning hydrofracking for 180 days (moratorium).  He also 
recommended referring this to the Planning Board for further review. 
 
Annette Gurdo from Waterville spoke about the more she has read on hydrofracking the 
more she is concerned with the negative things that go on with fracking.  Ms. Gurdo 
spoke about an article she read entitled “Economic Resource Curse”, which points out a 
lot of things.  She speaks about her opinion that fracking is not a huge economic gain for 
the area, that there are many negative long term effects, such as it ruins tourism and 
farming.  Ms. Gurdo also spoke on more and more reports coming in on illnesses and 
accidents due to fracking.  She stated that we should protect ourselves and ban 
hydrofracking. 
 
Mr. Quarry addressed the Board once again volunteering to help get any information 
and to refer people to him for information. 
 
Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and Councilperson Dave Barone seconded a 
motion to close the public hearing.  Councilpersons Ellsworth, Benzo, Collins, Barone, 
and Supervisor Scott Mahardy voted yes, the motion was approved, and the public 
hearing was closed at 7:37 PM. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Tracy J. Jubis, Town Clerk 


