
Town of Deerfield 

Planning Board 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

August 7, 2013 

 

The regular meeting of the Town of Deerfield Planning Board was called to order at 7:00PM. 

Those members present were Patie Goldsmith, Gabe Greco, Mike Zarnock & Lisa Zurek. 

Councilman Charles Ellsworth was also in attendance. 

 

The minutes of the July 16,2013 meeting were read. Corrections – change discuss to discussed, 

hydro-fracking to hydrofracking. A motion to approve the minutes with corrections was made by 

Mike Zarnock with a second by Gabe Greco. All in favor. 

Mr. William Gaetano was present to make preliminary inquires about the “Pine Ridge” 

development off Trenton Rd. The development would consist of townhouses on an approximately 

500 foot road. There would be ten buildings with two units per building. Each building would 

have a full basement and garage. All construction would be stick built. The homes would use the 

sewer system through the Town of Deerfield. Some type of cul de sac or turn around would be at 

the end of the street for now. There is a possibility that the project will be expanded in the future. 

The board gave Mr. 

Gaetano information to begin the process for a subdivision approval. Mike Zarnock will contact 

Mr. Gaetano and provide him with more details and documents as needed. 

 

Mr. Gene Maier was present regarding his property located on Trenton Rd. After reviewing the 

minutes of the November 2012 when Mr. Maier was last before the Planning Board, we 

recommended that Mr. Maier apply for a building permit himself and go before the Zoning Board 

of Appeals to get an idea as to weather or not they would grant a variance to build a residential 

home on a commercial lot. 

 

The board reviewed the draft copy of the Small Wind Energy Systems ordinance. In the 

“Purpose” section delete “which have their own regulations”. A motion to accept the draft copy 

of the Small Wind Energy Systems Ordinance, with the above mentioned change, as the final 

draft was made by Gabe Greco with a second by Lisa Zurek. All in favor. A copy will be sent to 

Attorney Schmitt for his input. 

 

After the board reviewed several local laws from neighboring towns, we have decided that the 

Town of Ava's local law regarding hydrofracking would be a good model for us to use to draft 

our own local law to prohibit hydrofracking. Section 3 appears to ban all type of exploring and 

drilling. We should allow traditional drilling for water, petroleum and gas. Section 7 allows for a 

hardship variance to be granted. We do not want this provision included in our local law. Mike 

Zarnock will contact Attorney Schmitt to discuss these opinions with him and to begin the 

process of creating a draft copy of a local law to prohibit hydrofracking.  

 

A motion to adjourn at 9:00PM was made by Gabe Greco with a second by Lisa Zurek.  

All in favor. 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Patie Goldsmith 


