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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERVISOR

As many of the town residents may already know, the town lost a long term 
member of the community, Candace Oczkowski in early January 2019. Candy 
was an active member in our community from her many roles in the Deerfield 
Fire Department to her tireless work as a councilperson on the town board for 
the last five (5) years. She will be missed.

At the March 2019 regular meeting, the town board appointed Gregory Sacco 
to fill the vacancy that was created by Candy’s death. Gregory was appointed 
to fill out the remainder of the 2019 year. As required by town law, the vacancy 
can only be filled to the end of the calendar year in which it occurs. It is subject 
to the general election rules which means it will be part of the general election 
in November 2019 with the individual winning serving out the remaining two 
years of the term. 

Moving onto general updates for the Town,  the calendar says Spring has arrived 
– hopefully Mother Nature will now agree. This has been a tough winter for the 
highway department as well as the roads. The multiple cycles of freezing and 
thawing has taken its toll on many of our roads. In the coming months, the 
Highway Department will be very active in repairing roads.  

As reported in an earlier newsletter, the Town Board was working towards going 
out to bid for a salt/sand storage facility at our highway garage to be in compliance 
with new DEC regulation.  In addition to the salt/sand storage facility, we will 
be tearing down the old highway garage and erecting an approximately 2,200 
square foot metal pole building addition to the existing metal pole building. 
The Town recently accepted a bid for the work and anticipates starting the work 
in the very near future so we are complete by early fall.

We continue to have issues with motorized vehicles (4-wheelers and dirt bikes) 
damaging the trails in the park. As are well aware, there is a local law prohibiting 
this activity on the trails. If you are caught on the trails with a motorized vehicle, 
the Town will pursue all legal remedies. 

In closing, take time to enjoy the resources the town offers as well as attend a 
board meeting. Your thoughts and opinions matter to us. 

Regards,

Scott P. Mahardy
Supervisor
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

The Highway Department 

hopes everyone is doing 

well after what seemed like 

the longest winter weather 

season I remember in some 

time. As this newsletter 

comes out we hope the 

weather will be getting warmer and spring weather is here 

with a great summer ahead. The Highway Department will 

be out as soon as possible when the weather permits to 

catch up on projects leftover from last year.

Spring cleanup will be starting as soon as the weather 

permits. The Highway Department will be out fixing plow 

damage, sweeping streets, picking up sand piles, picking 

up brush from the trees that came down over the winter 

months. Pile brush up separately at the curb to be chipped. 

Leaves left from the fall months can be piled loose at the 

curb. Spring clean-up material can be piled loose at the 

curb for this pick-up. All other green waste collections 

throughout the year need to be in containers with brush 

piled separate for collection.

As many of the town residents may know, the Town Board 

and the Highway Department moved to a new Green 

Waste Collection Plan five years ago. The town purchased 

a used compactor truck for green waste collections and 

trash collections. We are finding that material for green 

waste is still being put out to the curb loose; we will not 

be picking up this material in this manner after spring 

clean-up is complete. Green waste material should be put 

in reusable containers weighing no more than 50 lbs. each. 

Brush should be piled separately with the butt ends facing 

the same direction to ease the pick-up by the highway 

crew for chipping. PLEASE DO NOT PUT ANIMAL FECES IN 

YOUR GREEN WASTE - WE WON’T COLLECT IT.  NO GREEN 

WASTE OR TRASH SHALL BE PUT OUT TO THE CURB UNTIL 

48 HOURS BEFORE THE COLLECTION START DATE. WE WILL 

ASK YOU TO REMOVE IT FROM THE CURB. Please mark 

the green waste dates on your calendar, as we won’t 

come back until the next month after we have gone 

by. Green Waste can always be brought to the Highway 

Garage anytime and put in the marked area.

The Highway Department will again this year have the 

Saturday trash collections at the Firehouse and at the 

Highway Garage.  The first Saturday collection is on 

April 20 at the Firehouse on Trenton Road - please note 

this date. The other Saturday dates are September 7 at 

the Firehouse and October 19 at the Highway Garage. 

The Highway Department will also have curbside trash 

starting on Monday, May 20 - once we have gone by 

your house, we won’t be able to come back. There are 

some new changes in the trash collection process; the 

town is no longer accepting electronic waste as trash 

from the curbside.  We will accept electronic waste at 

the Highway Garage or at our Saturday drop-off sites for 

recycling. The Oneida Herkimer Solid Waste Authority 

will accept electronic waste at no charge on Leland Ave. 

in Utica. The dumpsters are available at the Highway 

Garage during our normal working hours, 6:00am to 

4:30pm; please call ahead to schedule an appointment 

so we can have people available to help you. 

The Town Highway Department has a very busy year 

planned for 2019.   With our construction season being 

so short and winter being very hard on the roads this 

year. Our road reconstruction plan this year won’t be as 

big as in the past years. The Highway Department has 

some large repairs to make because of the many freeze 

thaw cycles this winter. With the green waste pickups 

and trash pickup plus a man power shortage we will be 

getting as much as we can done, please be patient. I 

am sure as you drive around town you will notice the 

freeze and thaw cycles have created a mess on roads 

everywhere. The Highway Department will be working 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

DATES TO REMEMBER IN 2019:
April:

8th - Start spring clean-up (weather permitting)
20th - Trash (Trenton Road Firehouse)

May:
1st - Green Waste Collection

20th - Curbside rash collection starts

June:
3rd - Green Waste Collection

July:
1st - Green Waste Collection

August:
5th - Green Waste Collection

September:
3rd - Green Waste Collection

7th - Trash (Trenton Road Firehouse)

October:
7th - Green Waste Collection
19th - Trash (Town Garage)

November:
4th - Green Waste Collection (weather permitting)

The November green waste will only happen if weather permits. 
We will be switching over our equipment for leaf season as soon as possible.

Thank you for your cooperation

on road projects and some normal 

road maintenance such as ditch 

cleaning and removing high shoulder 

buildup for better drainage. If there 

are any questions on the repairs we 

are going to be making, please call 

the Highway Garage at 826-7014.  

In past newsletters, we talked about 

the sewer consent order from the 

DEC and the EPA to remove illicit 

water from the sewer system. The first 

program put into place was Operation 

Ripple Effect - how to remove illicit 

water from the sanitary sewer system. 

They are now on to a program called 

FOG - Fats, Oil and Grease inspection 

program best practices to keep grease 

out of the sanitary sewer system. 

The town had our entire system 

inspected by National Water Main 

Cleaning Company.  They are flushing 

and inspecting the sewer system 

for leaks and main problems. Now 

that the inspection process is done, 

the town has received a complete 

inspection report of about 48 miles 

of piping the town owns. As calls 

come in for sewer problems usually 

a flow problem we are finding the 

wipes that are supposed to be able 

flush are plugging the system. Please 

consider not flushing the wipes. The 

Highway Department will be starting 

to schedule some repairs to the 

system, in the very near future. The 

Highway Department will be working 

with the Codes Department asking for 

a voluntary inspection of your sewer 

hook-ups at your residence; this 

should be a very short visit. If there 

are any questions, please call the 

Highway Department at 826-7014.

We will be updating the town website 

with information about things the 

Highway Department will be doing 

around town. Town residents can 

also e-mail us at townofdeerfield@

centralny.twcbc.com. Also, you can 

visit the Highway Department’s newly 

created Facebook page for more 

information.

Thank You

The Highway Department
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FROM ANIMAL CONTROL

Rabies is a serious disease caused by a virus. This virus attacks the central nervous 

system. Initial symptoms of infection in dogs are non-specific and typically 

include behavioral changes such as anxiousness, aggressive, or more friendly 

than normal behavior. In later stages when the disease progresses animals 

become hypersensitivity to light and sound in addition, they may also have 

seizures and become extremely vicious. In the final stage of the disease paralysis 

of the nerves that control the head and throat begin causing the animal to hypersalivate and lose the 

ability to swallow. As the paralysis progresses, the animal eventually goes into respiratory failure and 

dies (American Humane, 2016). 

Almost all cases of animal and human rabies are fatal. The only way to prevent an animal from contracting 

this deadly virus is to vaccinate. The rabies vaccine is a mandatory vaccination for all dogs. Puppies and 

kittens should receive their first rabies vaccination at 12 weeks of age. Pets must be vaccinated again in 

one year, and then a three-year rabies vaccine is generally administered during the rest of your pet’s life 

(American Humane, 2016). 

If your pet is bit by a rabid animal a mandatory quarantine is needed to ensure that your pet does not have 

and subsequently transmit the virus. Depending on whether your pet is vaccinated or not determines 

the length of the quarantine. The only way to definitively diagnose the rabies virus in animals is through 

brain tissue and brain stem testing. These are done postmortem. Ultimately, the only way to ensure that 

your pet is safe is to have them vaccinated.   

In our area there are several low-cost rabies clinics that are held monthly. Please contact your veterinarian 

or local shelter for more information on these programs. 

Reference:

https://www.americanhumane.org/fact-sheet/rabies-facts-prevention-tips/

The Importance of Vaccinating 
Your Dog for Rabies
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The End of the Winter/Spring Program is quickly coming to an end. Our last weekend event will be 

April 14th Roller Skating at “Skate Awhile” Ridge St. in Rome. Admission and skate rental are free for 

Deerfield Residents. There is a snack bar on site, for drinks and snacks. Children must bring their own 

money to purchase goodies. The rink opens for business at 1:30 pm and closes at 4 pm.  Hope to see 

you there !

Help Wanted

We are looking to hire a Youth Leader for our Summer Park Program. We will need an adult who is 

good with Children, Teens, and Can handle minor administrative duties. Someone who can work 

4 days a week, Monday – Thursday 8:00 am – 3:00 pm for a specified 6 weeks during the summer 

at our Wilderness Park.  This is a great job for a person in the school System such as teachers, 

teachers aid, etc.…  Please contact Karen Day for further information.   315 724-0413 x 231

2019 TOWN BOARD MEETING DATES
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that the Town Board of the Town of Deerfield, Oneida County, New York has established 
the following regular Town Board Meeting dates for 2019:

The regular Town Board meetings are conducted at the Deerfield Municipal Building, 6329 Walker Road, 
Deerfield, New York and will commence at 6:30pm. Meetings are open to the public and the building is 
accessible to the handicapped.

Monday, April 8th

Monday, May 13th

Monday, June 10th

Monday, July 8th

Monday, August 12th

Monday, September 9th

Monday, October 14th

Monday, November 11th

Monday, December 9th

D E E R F I E L D  Y O U T H  P R O G R A M

Message from our Youth Director:
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PEDDLERS AND TRANSIENT MERCHANTS

With the world the way it is today, we must work together to protect our 
neighborhoods. One way that our Town tries to do that, is by a law enacted 
in 1996 local Law No. 2 regulating transient merchants and peddlers. The 
law was amended in 2009 strengthening the requirement that all Merchants 
and peddlers selling wares in the Town of Deerfield MUST apply and obtain a 
Peddler License issued through the Town Clerk’s Office.

The application must be filled out and accompanied by a photo ID. One this application they 
need to list their names and address, as well as the Name and Address of the company they are 
representing, we have them list the car and license plate number of the care they will be using.

Licenses issued by the town will have a picture ID copied onto it. Always aske to see the peddler ’s 
license and Picture ID. If the peddler cannot show a valid peddler license, you should not allow 
them to remain on you premises or enter your home. You can contact the Town Clerk’s Office  315 
724 0413 ext 223 to verify the issuance of a valid peddler ’s license.  You may also contact the State 
Police or OC Sheriff Dept. at 315 736 8364.

ANNUAL TOWN WIDE GARAGE SALE
This year it will take place the weekend of May 17 – 18 – 19.  If you would like to be included on the 
Garage Sale list & map, there are many ways to get signed up.

1. Call the Deputy clerk @ 315 724-0413 ext. 231
2. Email the Deputy Clerk at deputyclerk@townofdeerfield.org 
3. Fax or send the information to the Clerk’s office at 315 793-3032
4. Come visit us at the Clerk’s office at 6329 Walker Rd, Deerfield.

You will need to provide the following information:

a)  Name, Address, & Phone number (only your address will be published)
b)  Give us the Dates of your sale (for that weekend)
c)   List items beginning with the most important

A limited number of Garage Sale posters will be printed for your use.  These can be picked up at the 
Clerk’s Office at 6329 Walker Rd. Deerfield

Once the list is completed it will be available at the following locations:

Deerfield Municipal Building – 6329 Walker Rd Deerfield
Tasty Treat, Coventry Ave, North Utica
The Deerfield website: www.townofdeerfield.org

THIS YEAR’S DEADLINE FOR REGISTERING IS MAY 10, 2019.
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Town Historian News 
Jozef Malinowski – townhistorian@townofdeerfield.org

Early Deerfield Roads

2019 Town Anniversaries

Long before paved streets and divided highways, transportation through town 
often consisted of utilizing rocky and muddy paths, waterways, and eventually 
roads, trains and trolleys.  It was once said that the journey between Utica and 
Deerfield Corners would take an unpleasant half-day’s journey by horse and 
buggy. As transportation progressed in the mid 19th century, two special types 
of roads were developed in town: wooden plank roads and Macadam roads.

In 1846, the first plank road in the United States was constructed in North Syracuse.  
Shortly afterward, the Northern Plank Road Company and Russia and North Gage 
Plank Road Company were each building their new plank-style roads in Deerfield.

Plank roads greatly improved the wagon travel experience, as they provided a 
relatively smoother and more convenient route surface, especially over wet 
areas.  However, while natural forest resources were plentifully available during 
construction, the plank roads became expensive to maintain, repair, and replace.  

To profit, the companies that built and managed the roads often constructed tollgates and charged for passage 
along the roads.  Eventually, the use of plank roads waned.

Also, in the mid-19th century, Macadam roads grew in popularity.  
Macadam roads allowed for improved water drainage and 
provided a largely uniform travel surface that could be easily 
reformed as needed.  At its core was a base layer of larger crushed 
stone, topped with a secondary layer of smaller crushed stone, 
which was abundant in the area.  Sometimes, a binding agent 
would be used to help keep the crushed stone together.

With the advent of the automobile in the early 20th century and 
its impact on the road surfaces at the time, the need for stronger 
pavement became evident, and eventually asphalt and concrete 
were used as primary sources to develop modern-day roads. 

Maps: Deerfield and vicinity, 1800 (left), 1852 (right); Picture: Tollgate on Deerfield Macadam Road (North Genesee Street), 1910
Sources: Deerfield, New York: A Glimpse into the Past by Virginia C. Loin; Village of North Syracuse, northsyracuseny.org/history

(Source: Deerfield, New York: A Glimpse into the Past by Virginia C. Loin)

1784-The first settlers return to the area with others to rebuild their homes and farms (235 Years Ago); 1799-The 
first road was laid out according to records dated March 16, 1799 (220 Years Ago); 1819-Daniel and Cornelius 
Schermerhorn built a tannery near the present North Gage corners (200 Years Ago); 1849-The Russia and North 
Gage Plank Road Company laid its road (170 Years Ago); 1874-Episcopal services began in Deerfield under a mission 
from Whitesboro (145 Years Ago); 1929-Tuberculosis sanatorium was built and known as Oneida County Hospital 
(90 Years Ago); 1944-Town of Deerfield Veterans Honor Roll dedicated Sunday November 11, 1944  (75 Years Ago); 
1949-Deerfield Volunteer Fire Company and Ladies Auxiliary formed (70 Years Ago); 1949-WKTV located on top of 
Smith Hill (70 Years Ago); 1954 -The New York State Thruway opened (65 Years Ago); 1954-Kenneth Brazie elected 
Town Supervisor (65 Years Ago); 1959-Wilderness Park was purchased from the Lions Club (60 Years Ago); 1969-
WUTR built on top of Smith Hill (50 Years Ago); 1994-Joseph Arcuri elected Town Supervisor (25 Years Ago)
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FROM THE OFFICE OF BUILDING & CODES
IMPORTANT REMINDERS FOR THE COMING BUILDING SEASON

Inspections: With the building season gearing up, please remember that inspections MUST be made at 
certain phases of your construction. These inspections phases will be provided with your Building Permit.  
The Town of Deerfield Rules and Regulations for the Administration and Enforcement of the Building Code makes 
the OWNER, APPLICANT, OR HIS/HER CONTRACTOR responsible for informing the Code Office when work is ready 
for inspection and to schedule such inspections. These Regulations do not allow a CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY 
(CO) OR COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATE (CC) to be issued unless the necessary inspections have occurred. THEREFORE, 
IF THE INSPECTIONS ON YOUR PERMIT ARE NOT PERFORMED, NO C.O OR C.C. WILL BE ISSUED FOR YOUR PROJECT. 

Swimming Pools: We are already getting pool applications in for the spring installs. Please note that many 
residents bought inflatable pools last year. These pools have the same safety rules and regulations as other above 
/inground pools, so please call us before purchasing any inflatable pools this year. More importantly, local laws 
regarding fencing and other safety requirements for swimming pools may be more restrictive than requirements 
for swimming pools contained in the Uniform Code. If you are considering the purchase of a swimming pool, you 
should review the Uniform Code provisions which can be obtained at the Building & Codes Office. In addition, 
you should consult the building inspector on the local laws, ordinances, codes and regulations for any further 
requirements before purchasing a pool. Along with the permit, you will also need to call us for your final inspection 
before using your pool. At that time we will process your certificate of compliance and return your deposit for the 
electrical inspection report.  

Decks: As a building inspector, I see a lot of decks that aren’t built to code — despite the plan review process, the 
purpose of which is to identify any code issues before construction commences. But field changes are common, so 
an inspector is likely to find a different deck constructed at the site than what was detailed on the permit.

For many specifications, like those for spans and guardrails, you have to apply general code requirements.

Consequently, a deck contractor may not be aware that certain changes could result in a code violation. Below are 
five common reasons decks fail inspection.

1. No Protection against Decay: It’s a simple issue, usually noted on the plans, but we sometimes find a 
completed deck built of standard-grade lumber. Or portions of the deck built with standard grade lumber.

2. Too Few or Inadequate Fasteners: We often find insufficient attachment — which includes the use of non-
weather-resistant and/or non-structural fasteners attached to the existing structure, which can cause decks to 
collapse. Fastener specifications aren’t usually called out on the construction plans, and inspectors often 
find undersized nails, or untreated nails that will be nothing but rust in a year or the fastener just shears off 
do to the weight of the loads imposed.

3. Inadequate or Non-approved Structure: The IRC (Section and Table R502.5 (1)) no longer allows 4x4s or 
6x6s to be used as girders (Figure 4). All structural beams and girders must be constructed with multiple 2x4s 
to 2x12s, with the depth and the number of layers of the members determined by the span and spacing.

4. Insufficient Support and Anchoring:  Whether attached to the existing structure or freestanding, all 
decks are required to be anchored against uplift and braced laterally to prevent racking and to prevent the 
deck from becoming a projectile in high winds.

5. Missing or Noncompliant Guardrails and Handrails: Many owners don’t want a guardrail to affect the 
view from their deck. They want something not too tall and often ask for benches or planters to act as 
guards. Note: that handrails are not guardrails, although the terms are often thought of at the same time. 
Per section R311.5.6, a handrail is required when there are four or more risers in the stair run and when the 
stair is more than 30 inches above grade or above the floor below, a guard is also required.
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SENIOR NEWS
 

The seniors meet every Thursday from 9am 

until 3pm. On the first Thursday of the month, 

a representative from the Office of the Aging is 

at the Municipal Building from 1pm until 2pm 

to answer any questions a senior may have 

regarding services from the office. On the third 

Monday of the month, we go to the Turning 

Stone for Bingo and machines.

For more information on activities the seniors will 

be attending, please contact Lura at 315-

724-0658 or 315-724-0413 ext. 228

FROM THE ASSESSOR’S OFFICE

Thank you to all residents for a great response in returning their STAR renewals.

Notice of ANY CHANGE IN ASSESSMENTS will be mailed May 1, 2019. 
Grievance Day is Tuesday, May 21st, 1-3pm and 7-9pm at the Municipal Building.

Thank you

George Haskell

ASSESSOR’S OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesdays:   6:00pm - 8:00pm
Or by appointment
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DEERFIELD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS

The Deerfield Volunteer Fire Company Inc. 
has appointed the following officers for 2019:

2019 fire officers

Chief: Kevin Powers

Deputy Chief: Christopher Heretz

Deputy Chief / Medical Operations

 Officer: James Griffiths 

Captain: Justin Yourdon 

Captain: Stephen Pawlinga

Captain: Corky Risley

Lieutenant: Edward Dudek

Lieutenant: Mathew Lozada

Lieutenant: Robert W. Day

Lieutenant: Nicholas Gerrard

Civil officers

President – Stephen Pawlinga

Vice president – Andy Frank

Secretary – Lisa White

Treasurer – Corky Risley

Financial Secretary – Robert W. Day  

Directors

Sam Arcuri Jr.

Sam Arcuri III

Wayne Brosemer

Angelo Gigliotti

Larry Pawlinga

Maeve Yourdon

50 years of service

George Haskell

Anthony Locovino award was given in the memory of Ladies Auxiliary 
President and supporter of the fire company Candy Ozckowski.

Andy Frank
Vice President
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County Legislator Philip M. Sacco 315-796-2034

Tax Collector Tracy Jubis 315-724-0413 x 230

Deerfield Fire Chief Kevin Powers 315-732-2693

Telephone Extensions at the Deerfield Municipal Building

Assessor Extension 221 

Building & Codes Extension 222   

Supervisor Extension 250 

Town Clerk Extension 223

Senior Citizen’s Extension 228

Planning Room Extension 227

Tax Collector Extension 230  

Court Room   # 315-507-3058     Fax # 315-507-3060 

Important Phone Numbers  

Deerfield School:   315-266-3410

Whitesboro Parkway Sch:   315-266-3175

Whitesboro Middle Sch:   315-266-3100

Whitesboro High School:   315-266-3200

State Police: Business @  315-736-0122

Sheriff’s Dept: Business @  315-736-8364

Deerfield Fire Department:  (Business) 315-732-2693

Whtb.Transportation Dept.:   315-768-9740

Poland High School:  315-826-7900

Poland Elementary:  315-826-7000

TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE HOURS:

Mon, Tues, Wed, and Fri:   8:00am - 4:00pm 
Thurs:   8:00am - 6:00pm


